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Pra EO RK FE 


OF THE 


SELECTMEN 


To the citizens of the Town of Merrimack : 
AMOUNT OF ASSESSMESTS AND RECEIPTS. 


Assessments, 8829 46 
Tax on dogs, 39 00 
Pennichuck water works, 550 00 
Savings Bank tax, 297 15 
Fletcher & Parker, 7 00 
Cash from County, 17 00 
Railroad tax, 1119 21 
Literary fund, 25 60 
Cash of D. Jones, 2 64—10887 06 
Wood and timber on farm, 690 00 
| $11577 06 
EXPENDITURES. 
Paid State tax, (3225 00° 
County tax, 768°46° 
Schools, 956 92 
School house tax in No. l, 10 00 
ag half, Inco ", 150 00 


$5110 38 


PAID.OLD BILLS OF 1863 AND 1864. — 
Jos. Severns snowing bridge ’63 and ’64, 2:75 


A. McC. Wilkins, breaking 1 in 1864, 3 00 
A. Harris, 2 65. 
H.N. Robbins, “s « 3°60_ 


H. J. Wilson. si e 6 66" 


4 


A, A. Woodward, breOking in 1864, 4 35 
W. Reed, es sd 7 00 
F, Nichols, ae hd 6 00 
5S. E. Fields, ns * 9 00 
A. McMillen, ie " 1 60 
J. L. Foster, “ " 1 28 
H.C Ritterpush, rd oy 10 55 
S. Morgan, | my 6 06 
M. W. Wallace, <4 ied 2 00 
W. Noyes, old pill town farm, ay 4 60 
D. Sweatt, ee . 3 20 
J. G. Pedrick, a es a re . 6 05 
S. B. Moore, .‘‘ ay i f 5 00 
R. H. Pratt, abatements and over-assess- 

ments in, ’61 & ’62, 82 85 
D. Henderson old bill of ’64 for J. Fields, 5 00 
5S. B. Moore, abatement 1864, 75 63 
D. Jones, road bill of 764, 6 12 
D. Jones, poor off the farm, ’64, 15 00 
S B. Moore, bill on road, of 764, 22°35 
Parker, & Anderson, goods for Dutton, & 

Fields, 12 52 
Ii. C. Ritterbush, car fare, ’64, 2 50 

ABATEMENTS. 

Artemas Lovejoy, 4 08 
S. Ritterbush, 3 40 
R. Godfrey, 6 80 
J. Wheeler, 1.70 
D. Sweatt, 3 40 
W..'S. Holt, 4 08 
F. F. Walker, discount on taxes, . 147 27 
F. F, Walker, abatement on taxes, Al 92 
F. F. Walker ‘« on savings bank, 30 81 
M. R. Wheeler, over-assessment, 214 


ROADS AND BRIDGES. 


New road at Souhegan, 160 00 
J. L. Spalding, work on roads, 25°10 
oA P. King, ¥ 6 42 

J. Shedd, for plank, 3 20 
5 is, Foster, ey 1 50 
ek. Walker, 4 3 00 
Wm. A. Shattuck ‘‘ 12 25 


A. McWilkins, “ 9 52 


$957 33° 


245 60 


5 
S$. W. Wright, plank for pennichuck, 


bridge, 13 29 
W. Parker, Phd tf 2 50 
J. L. Spalding, labor at Holt’s mill, 36 90 

POOR OFF THE FARM. | 
R. P. Leonard, 26 00 
W. T. Parker, 16 00 
Peter Woods, 78 62 
J. L. Spalding, Dr. Eaton, & Davis bill for 

J. S. Dutton, 8 50 

Dr. Eaton, for J. Fields, 5 50 
INCIDENTIALS. 
W. T. Parker, military expenses, 36-80 
Printing tax pamphlets, 18 00 
N. P. Greene, stationary and books, 12 38 
(ana: De Spalding, attending court, and wit- 

ness fees, 21 97 
Printing reports last year, 25 00 
J. L. Bowers, committee, 300 
Advertising, » (240 

A. Llelt, J. P. King, J. Wood, aunt to 

sheep, by dogs, 10 50 
J. Wheeler, witness fee, 4 00 
‘Ward Parker, attending court & expenses, 20. 70 
J.L. Spalding, 

to Concord, 29 50 


MONEY RECEIVED FROM PENNICIIUCK 
WATER WORKS, AND OTHER SOURCES. 


Paid out of said reccipts as follows : 


On J. Parkers’ note, 260 00. 
J. L. Nash, #6 50 00 
Cattle at farm, 166 20 
Costs and expenses, 50,00 
Dr, Eaton, and M. Davis’ bill, J. S. Dutton,. 8 50 
Ballance to treasurer, 34 94. 


ees 


DEBTS DISCHARGED. 


Debts paid by Treasurer, | 3945 75 
a OPGers, 96 00 
oe «by selectmen, 310 00 


274 28 


134 62 


192 25 


569 64 


569 64 


435L 75 


6 
ALMS HOUSE 


G. Scripture horse keeping, 
Paige, dinner and horse baiting, 
S. Keney, one fowl, 

D. Jones, dinners and baiting, 
Longa, one days labor, 

Mrs. French, 1 pig, 

Kenney, 2 pigs, 

Reed, | calf, 

Longa, drawing logs, 
Kenney, oxen 1 day, 

Reed, 2 calves,. 

Knowlton, 6 lbs. butter, 


Longa, labor off the farm, 
Laton, 1 calf, 

Jones, for veal, 
Chamberlain for veal, 
Goodwin for labor, 
Longa, haying home farm, 
Oxen work, 

Parker for calf skin, 
Laton, for 194 lbs. butter, 
Oxen, 5 days, 
Hartshorn, 17 fowls, 
Holt, 7 fowls, 

Holt, dinner and baiting, 
Oxen, work, 

Moore cranberries, 
Perry, oxen and man, 
Longa, oxen, 

Converse, 25 turkeys, 
Pettingill, 6 et 
Parker, dinner, 
Spalding, yoke timber, 
Hartshorn, boot in oxen, 
Shedd, pasturing heifer, 
Tennant, 20 turkeys, 
Laton 9 lbs. butter, 
Laton for eggs, 

Laton chickens, 
Keniston cranberries. 
Kenney, butchering, 
Laton, hide, 

A. & T. Longa, oxen 20 days, 
Horse keeping, 

Longa, 5 days labor, 


RECEIPTS. 


Reed, pasturing steers, 
Parkkurst for stone, 
Colburn, cranberries, 
Scripture for meadow hay, 
Longa, cash, 

Fosdick, blacksmith bill, 
Insurance: paid by treasurer, 
48 weeks board, 


Whole amount paid by C. H. eee 
f. © received, 


Difference in accounts, 
Salary of superintendent, 
Repairs, 

Stock, 


EXPENDITURES. 


Longa, for 18 fowls, 1 turkey, 
Paige, for fish, 

White, store igoods,. 
Russell, opium and medicine, 
Paige, for fish, 

- Longa, dinner, car fare, 
Gage, for soap, 

Whiten, grain and flour, 
Longa, kerosene, 

Fisher, ointment, 
Matches, 

Gage, tor vinegar, 

Perry, dried apples, 
Parker, grinding, 
Robbins,  ‘‘ 

Fosdick, blacksmith work, 
Crooker, butter and milk, 
A.S. Longa, 2 days labor, 
Fletcher, 5 gallons ofsoap, 
Weston, labor, 

Abbot, tea, - 

Qnion and beet seed, 
Grinding, 

Fields, labor, — 

Gocdwin, cash, 

Cotton cloth, 

Dress for Miss Chandler, 
Brooms, &c., crockery, 
Blood, for veal, 


$698 96 


Reed, veal, 
Hartshorn, vinegar, 
Leather, and thread, 
Grinding, 

Longa, dinner, 
Reed, store goods, 
Moore, potatoes, 
Veal, 

Longa, potatoes, 
Tin ware, 

Store goods, 


Hartson, oxen 2 days, 
Blood, half days labor, 
Aw meonga,” >) ** 
Fuller, 1 bbl. cider, 
Shoeing horse, 


Bill to Howard, of ’64, 


Barr, store goods, 
Potatoes, 
Robbins, laths, 
Dinner, 
Weighing hay, 
Pants for Goodwin, 
Gage, vinegar, 
Reed, store goods, 
Coffee, pots, & pails, 
Longa, rye, 

‘* beans, 
Potatoes, 
Ham, 
Rye, 
2 rakes, 2 sythes, 
Codfish, bi 
Store goods, 
T. T. Longa, haying, 
A. S, 18 Sip & 
a. “ 66 
-Cash to Goodwin, 
Store goods, 
Parker, beef, 
Laton, 
Vinegar, 
Parker, beef, 
Vinegar, | 
Crockery, | 


EXPENSES. 


> >i “* 
qe, 


i é —— 


9 


Jane McMillen, 9 weeks labor, 
Crooker, for use of bull, 
«« Steer, 
Russell, six pans, 
1 bag of meal, 
2 pigs; 
Beef, 
Laton, 
Butter tub, 


Pinger & baiting’ 

Beef, 

T. T. Longa, one-half day, 

Perry, vinegar, | 

Laton, 80 lbs., beef, 

2 bush. of rye, 

Tin ware, broom, 

Churn & tubs, 

Boiler & curtains, 

‘Tin ware, 

1 doz. knives, & forks, & paper, 

Crackers, 

Fixing clock, | | 

Beef, 

Store goods, | 

Butchering,. 

Longa, 25 bushels potatoes, 
2 rye, 

Butchering, 

Soap, 

Sundries, — 

Mrs. Smith, Sgioning 

Opium, 

Rye, 

Abbott, store goods, 

Stevens, ‘‘ me 

Vickery, if 7 

Russell, 9) 

Small, blacksmith bill, 

Herrick, rep. wagon, 

Fosdick, blacksmith, 

Insurance, : 

French, vinegar, 

Veal, 9 

Potatoes, 7 

‘IT bag of meal, 


18 00 
3 00 
39 00 


3.00" 


2 30 


10 00 


4 67 
1 26 
34 
T2) 
1 25 
1 50 
1 60 
50 
1 08 


10 40:5 


250 - 
6.08 
115 
3.00 
17 52 
6 00 
L 92 
1 00 
1 85 
4 35 
200 
16 25 
250 
50 
50 
4 50 


LS. 


2 00 
2 50 
20 43 


3409 °° 


T 05 
1 A2 


bS 4ono% | 


3 50 
4 90 
858 . 
50. 
1 30 
70 
2 00 


10 


Store goods, 6 26 
Butchering, 50 
Mary Longa, labor, 6.00 
Mrs. Woods, ‘“‘ ‘400 
Taxes in Amherst, } 26 
Anderson & Parker, store goods paid by or- 

der, 81 14 
Abbott ag iS 190 96 
Chas. H. Longa, sup’t. 250 00 


REPAIRS AT ALMS HOUSE. 
Colburn, Spalding, and Chamberlain, labor, 44 06 


F. & D. S. Chase, lumber, and shingles, 68 43 
C. T. Spaulding’s, bill, masonry and roof eed | 
Ie 20 47 
G. C. Shattuck, lime, 410 
Rockwood, frames, and sash, 1 44 
Longa, lumber, 10.00. 
Fisher, labor, 4 50 
T. T. Longa, labor, 8.00 
Eastman, for sink, 6 50 
Hard ware, 11 64) 
Dodge, labor, 5 25 
Clapboards, 1 71 

PAID FOR STOCK. us 
1 horse, 80 60° 
4 2 years old steers, 166 20 
12 “« ‘«  * included in expenses ‘| 
of farm, 39 00 


Invoice of Personal Property at Farm, Feb. 
19 


1866. 
1 pair of oxen, 2°00 
6 three years old steers, 3 30 
6 cows, 2 50 | 
1 horse, 100 00 
2 shoats, — 55 
3 turkeys, 6 00 
29 fowls, 14 50 


$575.18 


$955 50 


1] 


HAY AND GRAIN. 


Eight and one half tons English hay, 
1 1-2 ton of meadow hay, 

Straw, stalks & fodder, 

8 bushels oats, 

1 “< barley, 

4 «corn, ., 

Seed corn, 

Two and one half bushels of beans, 
2 bush. rye, 


PROVISIONS. 


One half bbl. flour, 

2 bush. rye, and indian meal, 
2 gallons molasses, 

6 lbs. sugar, 

Spices, 

One half Ib. tea, 

Fifteen and three fourths, ibs. tallow, 
28 lbs. lard, 

Si iff butter, . 

40 * fresh beef, 

Two thirds bbl. salt beef, 
150 lbs. ham and shoulders, 
300 ‘ salt pork, 

20 * cod fish, 

50 bush. potatoes, 

5 galls. vinegar, 

40 ‘* soap, 

‘20 Ibs. b. salt, 

2 quarts kerosene, 

1 &. ota 

4 bushels cranberries, 


Invoiceof Personal arerere Feb. 21, 1865. 


Stock and shoats, 
Hay and grain, 
Provision, 


170 00 

12 00 

2 50 

4 00 

1 00 

5 00 

400 

5 00 

2 50 
$206 00 


60 
12 00-—— $217 98 


565 00 


476 29 
246 29— $1287 49 


Invoice of Personal Property, March 17, 1865. 


Four and one’ half tons Eng. hay, 

Pia iy fourths ton meadow, ‘ 
oe. cé éé 

5 bush. barley, 

13 ‘* oats; 

1 “rye, 

48 “ corn, 


127 50 
18 00 
18.00 

5 00 
18 00 

2 00 
86 00° 


2 bnsh. beans, . 4 00 
98 lbs, ham, . . . | 24 50 
182 ‘* pork, ay a, 4550 
70 bushels potatoes, 3500, 
2 shoats, 4200 
3 turkeys, 800°. 
11 fowls, . 600 Vang 
3 two years old, stock, 6 00— ; 
5 cows, 250 00 
1 pair of oxen, , 200 00— gots 50. 
FARMING TOOLS, HOUSEHOLD FUR- 
NITURE. 

Same as last year, with these additions : . 
48 milk pans, & cream pail, rc at! Da ae 
2 tubs & churn, | ee eee eee 
2rakes, & 2 scythes, eee AGT 
Tin ware, coffee pot, & pails, ee OR ees 
1 doz. knives, & forks, 4 EIN AES 28 
Boiler & curtains, 3 00—.. fire 32 

“ADDITION TO STOOK.. t ooidt bas ages ti" 
1 horse, +A 80 00. Af 
4 steers, 166 20-4 $246 20 
1 steer paid out of farm receipts, sn 00-— ob 2 ote 


| TOWN OFFICERS...:. )), 004 11 
M.P. Nichols and H. B. Spalding, super- i 


intending school cammittee, — 5000 > 
C. M. Parker, town treasurer, $15 0000 6 
F, F, Walker, collector, 70 000 7 
' §. B. Moore, town clerk, 20 00. 
J. L. Spalding, selectman and overseer of Hee. 
the poor, BHO0i0F attenp & 
W. Parker, 80 00.» 
KE. Kittredge, - | | ‘y42 0019 efodand 
GOS) «J ele $363 00 
Whole amount of assessments and receipts, © $1577 06 
RECAPITULATION. Moai 
Paid State tax, | 3228.00. Yo yotoy 
County tax, | 6 168, 46... | WO’ 
School and school house, 1116)92)),.,, off 
Old bills, 257 33 
Abatements, 245 60604 done 
Roads jand ‘bridges, 274 28 . 
Poor off'the farm, 134 62 


Incidentals, 19225... 


Town officers, 363 00 
Alms-house repairs, 187 04 
Stock purchased, 246 20 
Balance against farm 235 17 
, $7240 97 
_In favor of town on financial year, 4330 59 
Due from government as last year, 2180 00 
T. H. Moore’s note not included, ae 
. $6510 59 
Whole town debt, ' 80324 53 
In favor of town, ‘ 6510 59 
Total debt March Ist, 1866, —_——. $23813 84 
$$ 


In presenting our report to you, we have spared no pains 
to give to you a true account of the finances of the town that 
you may know its financial condition. Our attention also 
will be turnea to matters at the town farm, but as they will 
come before the meeting for their consideration little need 
here be said. The paupers, seven in number, have enjoyed 
good health and are well satisfied with their home and over- 
seers. Mr. & Mrs. Longa, we believe, have been kind and 
attentive to their wants, and all has been peace and harmony 
through the year. Mr. & Mrs. L. have been unfortunate, and 
two of their sons with sickness the past season ; and he dur- 
ing the winter, has been able to labor but a portion of the 
time, on account of which he declined to remain another year ; 
and we have procured the services of Mr. Fuller and Mother 
to supply their place for $290, per year. The action brought 
by the town against the Pennichuck Water Works Co., has 
been adjusted, as you will see by the report, and one brought 
against Jesse Gilman for damage to road near his mill, and 
one against the town by J. H. McAffee of Bedford, for dam- 
age alledged to have been done to his horse in Jan. 1865., 
both of which are unadjusted. As our report exhibits our 
tranactions quite fully, together with the Superintendent of 
the town farm, further comment scems unnecsary. 

All ofwhich is most respectfully submitted. 


J. L. SPALDING, Selectmen 
WARD PARKER, of 
ERI KITTREDGE, ) Merrimack. 
Merrimack, Feb. 27, 1866. 
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OF THE 


SUPERINTENDING SCHOOL COMMITTEE. 


Fellow citizens : 


It has been with no little care and anxiety that we have’ 
watched the progress of our schools the: past year, fearing 
at times that some might prove a failure; yet with one or two 
exceptions, we are happy to say that’ we can report them 
favorably. 

Our Prudential Committees have been very fortunate. in the 
selection of teachers the past year, and our opinion in refer- 
ence to the progress of the several schools will be found. in. 
the following report of the Prudential Districts, 


District No. 1. 


Zadoc Farmer, Prudential Committee. There has been but’ 
one term the past year, and that was under the direction of 
Miss L. Anna Wilkins, of this town. .The school in'this dis-- 
trict is very small avaraging, as will be seen, but: 8’ scholars.. 
It is alsoin a very backward:state.. There is little-or no inter- 
est manifested by the parents; the school room, though:com- 
fortable; is not at all inviting, the walls: being entirely desti-- 
tute of outline maps, no recitation seats, the whole class: bes- 
ing obliged to stand during the recitation. Notwithstanding 
the scholars made good improvement under the circumstances, 

Miss Wilkins brings with-her the experience‘of many years 
in teaching, and by her mild and persuasive manner she won 
the good will of her scholars, and they strove to make good. 
use of their time. 

__ The scholars in this district are mostly large, and we were: 
glad to know that they did not think themselves too large to- 
attend school. 
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District No. 2. 

Henry C Ritterbush, Prudential Committee. The summer 
term was taught by Miss Hostensia McMillen, of this town. 
This term was very short being only seven weeks. The ay- 
erage attendance of this school is the best in town, being’ 
9 19-39 the whole number of scholars being 10. The teacher’s 
influence upon the scholars was very good, and her labors 
were quiet, yet efficient. A very fair progress was made—all 
that could be reasonably expected in so short a time. 

The winter term was taught by Miss Laura E. French, of 
this town. The school this term is smaller than the last, the 
whole number being but 8—the average attendance . being 
about the same in proportion. 

We visited this school at the commencement and found ev- 
ery thing in good order; the scholars seemed studious and 
happy, and there was every prospect of a successful term and 
we have no doubt it was, although no examination was 
held, the money having been expended before the Prudential 
Committee was aware of it, in consequence of which the 
school'closed very abruptly. The teacher proposed, howev- 
er, to continue the school another day, gratuitously, for 
the purpose of an examination ; but owing’ to a previous’ en- 
pagement the Committee could not attend. 

We understand that singing was introduced. into this school 
with very good efféct. 

_ In justice to the teacher, we ought to say, that during the 
short time we spent in her school we were very favorably im- 
pressed with her appearance, and judging more from personal 
acquaintance, we do not doubt that she will meet with wer 
ed success in teaching, : 


District No. 3. (POEM 9s B 

Thomas Parker, Prudential Committee. Miss Addie E. 
Shedd, of this tow, teacher of both the summer terms. ‘The 
winter term was ala offered her, but she declined the’ offer, 
having an application to teach in an -adjoinin town, for a 
much larger compensation than was usually paid in this ais 
trict. 

Much credit is due to the teacher for her faithful and perse- 
vering efforts, and it is but justice to the school to say, that 
it has made excellent progress in the various branches taught, 
A few of the scholars were rather restless ‘this term, but the 
most of them were orderly and attentive to their studies. 

The character of the school the second term was similar to | 
that of the one previous. The same energy, and persever- 
ance, onthe part of the teacher was observed as during the 
last term, The classes all appeared well on’ examination, 
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partcuraly the class in Colburn’s Arithmetic, and it is suf- 
ficient to say that our impression at the close was that this 
was the more successful term. 

Mrs. Eliza Ann Stevens, of Bedford, has charge of the 
winter school. It is our privilege, as itis certainly our pleas- 
ure, to speak favorably of the discipline and progress ofthe 
school the present term. | 

Special attention has been paid to reading and a marked 
progress made, also in spelling, a branch of study which is 
toomuch neglected. Mrs. Stevens thus far has fully sustained 
the high reptution she has heretofore acquired as a teacher, 
and though the school is to continue one or two weeks longer 
we fully expect it will close giving entire satisfaction. 


| District No. 4. 

John L. Spalding, Prudential Committee. This. district 
has been very fortunate in the selection of teachers the past 
year. There have been three terms ;'the first of eleven — 
weeks, taught by Miss Harriett N. Robbins, of Nashua ; the 
second a private term of ten weeks, and the third a term of 
six weeks, both under the instruction of Miss Zelpha A. Ken- 
dall, of Dunstable, Mass. 

The last term was lengthened out three wecks by subscrip- 
tion, which make in all thirty weeks. The noise and uncouth- 
ness which heretofore have been noticeable in the scholars of 
this district, have been, in a great measure abated, and this 
school in regard to scholarship, ranks first in town. 

Another sign of the times isin regard to the attendance. 
The average attendance being 24 the first term and 26, the 
last ; the whole number being 29. The tardinesses also have 
dwindled from 290 the former, to 35 the latter term. 

This is the only school in town, we believe, in which Alge- 
brais studied, two scholars having completed Davies’ Algebra, 
being able to doevery example. Physiology was also studied 
with good success. 

_ The classes in Arithmatic did finely. It will be noticed that 
in this District the highest wages have becn paid in town, but 
we are satisfied that the money has been well expended. 


p District No. 5. 

._ Samuel Uumphrey, Prudential Committee. The summer 
term was under charge of Miss Mary A. Fuller, of this town, 
_@ teacher of some experience, who labored hard for the. im- 
provement of her scholars, and her labors were rewarded with 
success. eo 

The winter terni.was taught by Miss Nettie S. Hutchinson, 
of Milford. This washer first attempt at. teaching, and sho 
was eminently successful ; with experience she will become 4 
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first class teacher. The school in this district ‘is small, nume- 
bering but 10, each term. The recitations in reading, and‘ 
arithmetic, were excellent. ‘There are some very fine scholars 


in this district. 
District No. 6. 

R. P. Hill, Prudential Committee. Both terms of this school: 
have been under the instruction of Miss Mary A Fields, 
ofthis town. The house is now very comfortable and conve-- 
nient. Outline maps would addvery much to the looks of 
the room, as well as the benefit of the scholars. The school 
at the examination appeared orderly, and good progress had’ 
been made in the various studies pursued. Miss Fietds, is an 
energetic, active teacher and mfuses life into her sekolars. 
She has a habit of prompting scholars which. should be cor-- 
rected, not giving the scholar time to answer the question: 
before commencing the answer for him, The parents show an 
interest in the school, by visiting it and in‘other ways. Owing 
to not getting notice ‘of the close of the school’ia season, and 
having two other schools to examine that day, it: was late 
when we arrived, and the examination was prolonged till 
lights had to be brought i in. It frequently happens that two 
or three schools close the same day, therefore word should be 
sent to the Superintending Committee in season, so they can. 
fix upon a time to examine the schools. 


District No. 7. 

James Fosdick, Prudential Committee, The school house be-- 
ing under repair, there was no summer term, The* winter 
term was taught by Miss Lois C. Richardson, who taught the 
school last winter to the entire satisfaction and even’ admira-- 
tion of the whole distriet. The school commenced with the- 
same unanimity of feeling towards the-teacher, and we had 
reason to expecta very profitable term, and previous to the - 
vacation the school was prosperous and harmonious. | We re- 
gret to say that some three or four weeks before the close of 
the school, a difficulty arose between the teacher, and a por- 
tion of the scholars, which resulted in.the with-drawal of. some: 
eight or ten from school. 

Some of the parents sympathizing with the disaffected’ 
scholars, the difficulty increased till it resulted |in a petition. 
to the Committee to dismiss the teacher. In order to ascer- 
tain the true state of affairs, we visited the school, several of 
the petioners being present; and after listening’to ‘the various 
recitations which were satisfactory, and the’ scholars: being 
dismissed, opportunity was given to the petitioners present. 
to state their objections to the teacher, she being present to 
reply ; and after hearing both parties, our conviction was, 
that there was no'sufficient reason for granting the petition, 
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mor did we see sufficient reason for the scholars leaving. 

Although the:teacher may at times, have been indiscreet, we 
-are satisfiedithat the difficulty, principally arose from a mutual 
misunderstanding Notwithstanding this interruption, the 
scholars whe remained to the close, made good progress in 
their studies, particularly the younger portion, and the ex- 
amination passed off satisfactorily. 

The rhetorical exercises, reading of ‘‘the paper” valedic- 
tory &c., were quite entertaining and reflected credit upon 
the school. A very good number ef visitors were present, as 
usual, in this district. 


District No. 8. 

Alexander McC, Wilkins, Prudential Committee. This is 
a very small, and one term, school. Miss Priscilla E. W. 
McKean, teacher. Owing to the fact of one family’s moving 
into the district, and by the exertions of the Prudential Com- 
mittee {to induce some to come in from out of the district, the 
school was swelled to the number of twelve ; otherwise there 
would have been but three. The examination showed a 
thoreughness on‘the part of the teacher, and a promptness on 
the part of the scholars. The exercises in reading were ex- 
cellent. Miss McKean, is an. experienced teacher, easy in 
her manners, commanding obedience and respect. 

Several-of the parents were present at the close, but not 
one during the term. 


District No. 9. 


David Dlenderson, Prudential Committee. The summer 
terin was under the instruction of Mrs. Hannah E Hodgman, 
of Bedfora. 

This school the presentterm have made fair progress in 
their studies. The first class in reading, made decided im- 
provement, a class in grammer also recited well. The teach- 
er being of an amiable disposition and winning in her man- 
mers, succeeded in gaining the love of her scholars. The ore 
der this term was fair. 

The winter term was taught by Miss Jennie A. Parker, of 
whom itis sufficient to say, she has fully, if not more than » 
sustained the high and well earned reputation she has heré- 
tofore enjoyed as a teacher. 

The recitations at the close of the term, evinced a thorough- 
ness on the part of the scholars, especially by the classes in 
geography and arithmetic. The recitation in Colburn’s was 
excellent. Very good proficiency was made in penmanship ; 
map-drawing was also practiced successfully. Singing, has 
added much to the interest of the school, a practice we always 
endeavor to encourage. The Prudential Committee was prese 
ent as usual, and’made some’sensible remarks to the scholars) 
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The school was also addressed by our former Superintendent ° 
Mr. Ela, in his usually appropriate and instructive manner. 


District No. 10. 

K. P. Parkhurst, and E. C. Stevens, Prudential Committee! 
The summer term was taught by Miss Cretia D. Parkhurst, 
of this town. The appearance of the school when visited in 
the early part of the term, was similar to that of former years, 
when it was our privilege to visit it; always finding the school 
orderly, respectful and studious. We were unavvidably pre- 
vented from attending the closing examination, therefore can- 
not speak positively of the proficiency made during the term ; 
but judging from its appearance, the short time we were in 
the school and our knowledge of the teacher’s reputation, and 
efficiency, we have no doubt that good improvement was 
made. 

The winter term was kept by Miss Agnes J. Cutler, of Bed- 
ford, a teacher of some experience, and govd abilities. We 
visited the school twice during the term ; and are able to re- 
port a very fair progress in the branches pursued. The reci- 
tation in Greanleaf’s National Arithmetic was listened to with 
much satisfaction at the closing examination. We were 
particulerly interested also in the reading of the first class. 
It is a common fault with scholars that they read too fast, 
but the reading here was neither too fast nor too slow, butin 
our view, just right. 


District No. th. 

Wiliam Eayres, Prudential Committee. This school has 
been taught the past year by Miss Julia A. Bixby, of Litch- 
field. The first term closed without any trouble, and the ex- 
amination reflected credit, to the teacher and scholars. The 
second term had hardly commenced, when a spirit. of insubor- 
dination began to manifest itself in various ways, among the 
children of Mr. Blood, and Mr. J. L. Bowers. This state of 
things continued for several weeks, when Mr. Blood, suffered 
his children to leave the school. 

The teacher went on trying to get along, without any troutile; 
till she had occasion to punish one of Mr. Bowers’ children for 
some disobedience ; when two of the others came to the boy’s 
assistance, and they altogether overpowed the teacher. She 
sent out for Mr. Eayres,. He came in and was treated to a 
shower of abusive language by these children, and he advised 
her to suspend the schoo] till the Superintending Committee 
could be consulted. 

A petition was sent to us by the teacher, requesting us to 
expel three of Mr. Bowers’ children. Not wishing to act 
without hearing both sides, we notified Mr. Bowers, what 
bad been done and appointed a time, when we would hear 
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such evidence as they might present. We met accordingly, 
a large number in the district being present. After hearing 
all the evidence introduced, wo decided that the children 
merited expulsion, but taking into consideration their ages, 
the oldest being but about thirteen, and the disyrace it would 
be to them in the fature we thought it would be forthe good 
ofall to suffer them to remain, after extracting a promise 
from them, to obey the rules and requirements of the teacher 
in the future, and thus ended the hearing, and would it had 
ended the seeing, for it is with sorrow that we are obliged to 
report the occurrence of one of the most revolting scenes, that 
it has ever been our misfortune to behold. But as we under- 
stand this is to undergo a legal investigation, we deem it. 
proper to omit further notice ofthis nnhappy affair. We re- 
gret the necessity that compels us to make such a report of 
any district. We find upon looking over the report of this . 
district by one of our predecessors, the following, language. 

“It is unfortunate for this district that a want of harmony 
has arisen among the parents. No teacher can maintain good 
discipline and do justice to a school unless she is sustained 
by their cordial and untied support.” 

In conclusion permit us to say that the teacher’s reputation 
does not suffer in the least by these proceedings. 

We learn that Mr. Eayres, has furnished all the wood and 
boarded the teacher gratuitously, during both terms. 


District No. [2. 

William A. Shattuck, Prudential Committee. Miss Fannie 
V. Doane, teacher of both terms. The first term of ten weeks 
the seccnd of eight and one half weeks. The parents in this 
district, manifest a good degree of interest in visiting the 
school, and at both examinations the school appeard well. 
A good deal of interest was taken in penmanship in which 
they allimproved very much. It was hard to decide which 
had made the most improvement. Miss Doane, has had but 
little experience but is destined to become a good teacher, 

A class in history recited admirably repeating portions of 
it verbatim. A class of little girls also sang very sweetly 
adding much to the interest of the occasion. 

There was a dissatisfaction among some in the district and 
a few of the scholars were taken from the school, and another 
school set up, but with what success we are not informed. 

Itis to be regreted that more harmony does not. prevail in 
some ofour districts. Ifateacher is unfit for her position 
either intellectually, or morally, it isthe duty ofevery citizen 
to whom thie fact is apparent, to make it known and have it in- 
vestigated. 

In bringing our labors for the past year, to a close, we 
would give expression to a few thoughts that have suggested 
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themselves to our minds during our rounds to the several dis- 
tricts, hoping they may be impressed upon the minds of par 
ents and those who feel an interest in the welfare of our schools, 
and be led thereby to act. Your Committees have from time to 
time called your attention to the necessity of procuring Dic- 
tionaries in the several districts, and yetbut one district is the 
owner of one, and that is No. 4. Now may we not hope, that, 
whoever reports the schools another year, they may be able 
to report a dictionary in every district, even if it be only a 
small one, costing no more than the sum of one dollar ? Your 
attention has also been frequently called to theirregularity of 
attendance of your children. The injury to your children re- 
sulting from this, can hardly be estimated. Almost every page 
of a text book is intimately connected with the previous, and 
also with the following one. Now if a scholar loses one les- 
son, the connection is broken, and the explanations necessary 
for ‘understanding the next lesson are lost. We make all due 
allowance for sickness, and all necessary absences; yet we 
cannot but believe that very much of this evil, is attributable 
to the indifference of the parents and scholars themselves. 

The same may be said of tardiness, a scholar coming in after 
the school is commenced, naturally creates confusion and in- 
terruption. 

Now parents will you not, the coming year, each one of you, 
make an effort to have these evils corrected ? 

Another wrong, and one whichis productive of nine tenths 
of all the trouble in schools, is for the parents to take sides 
with their children, till they find out where the blame rests. 
Parents are not aware what an influcnce such a course exerts 
on the conduct and benaviour of their children They should 
go to the teacher, notin a passion, and learn the facts in the 
case, if their childis in the wrong chastise him, if the teacher 
is wrong there is aremedy. But do not deprive your children 
of the benefit of what little schooling we havein this town, to 
gratify your own temper. For whom do you injure by such a 
course but yourselves and your children ? You cannot with- 
draw your money, the teacher is seldom if ever injured by such 
a course. The better way would be to make your children go 
to school and behave themselves. A case occurred in another 
town which proves the better course. The teacher happened 
to look out of the window, and saw two of his boys fighting. 
He walked out and walked them into the house and gave them 
both a severe punishing; inthe punishment of one of which 
he broke his ferule. The boy said nothing; but his father hap- 
pening to hear of the fact, went to his shop and manufactured 
a nice ferule, and told his boy to give that to his teacher. No 
remarks were necessary ; the boy understood what it meant, 
and suffice it to say he never had occasion to have it used on 
him. 


23 


Now suppose instead of the course the father pursued, he 
had taken the opposite one, as too many would have ‘done, and 
taken his boy out of school, saying I am not agoing to have 
my children abused I know; do you hesitate to say which 
would have been the better course? I know we are apt to. 
see things in different lights from different stand points. 

If parents would visit the school room oftener, they would! 
be better ableto judge correctly. Andnow, while upon this 
subject, although your attention has been frequently and con- 
tinually called to it, we cannot close without making one more’ 
effort to induce parents to be more mindful of their children 
while at school. Why is there so much indifference in this: 
mattcr? Mothers, would you hire a girl to do house work 
for 12 weeks without going into the kitchen occasionally to: 
see how she was managing, even though she might bring 
recommendations and certificates without number, of her 
qualifications ? 

Fathers, would you hire a person to work on your farms or 
in your shops without ever going-to see how he was doing 
his work? No, I know you would not, but here you are en+ 
trusting that whichis of vastly more importance, frequently to 
an entire stranger, the minds and morals of your children. 
There are some in every district, especiaily where the teacher 
boards at one*place, who donot become acquainted with the 
teacher at al, unless the teacher takes it upon her to make 
the acquaintance of the whole district. Our schoolsare small 
and growing smaller. There are six districtsin town whose 
average’ atteudance is less than twelve, and in'some of which: 
there is but one term at that. Now what interest can the 
scholars have in a schcol of this number, It is‘almost a:won- 
der, that teachers can be found to teach such'schools. Yet: 
what canbe done ? A diminution of districts has been propos- 
ed, but has not been thought expedient Weknow of no way 
of remedying this, unless by two districts uniting and.expend 
all the money of one district in the summer, and all: the money 
of another in winter, the scholars of both districts: attending: 
both as: far as possible. In this way, each scholar would have 
double the amount of schooling and it would cost no more 
for a teacher for twenty scholars than it would for ten.— 
However, this is merely a suggestion, for your consideration. 

It is evident something must be done, or we shall have no 
schools in some districts. Our school houses are in fair con- 
dition, and our teachers the past year have been more than of 
an'average class. 

On the whole, we can congratulate you on the general suc-: 
cess of our shools. Respectfully submitted. 

MATTHEW P. NICHOLS, } Superintending 
H. B. SPALDING, School Committee:. 
Merrimack, Feb. 26, 1866. ; 
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REPORT. 


Parents and Fellow Citizens: } 

In presenting my annual report, I feel, more than ever 
before, the responsibility resting upon me, and my ina- 
bility to perform the labors satisfactorily to myself or 
acceptably to you, and am lead to exclaim in the lan- 
guage of the Poet, | 

‘View me not with a critic’s eye, 

But pass my imperfections by.” 

I have endeavored to perform the duties devolving 
upon me, with an eye single to the best interests of edu- 
cation. How far I have been successful, I leave for you 
to judge. a) 

' While in some schools I am able to report a decided 
improvement over past years, in others, not so much as 
could be desired. 

Some of our teachers, especially in the summer terms, 
have been young and inexperienced, consequently not 
so much improvement was expected. 

Our school-houses are not what they ought to be— _ 
While some of them are very fair, others are passable, 
and still others are totally unfit for school purposes. I 
| | would not recommend that new houses be built in these 

districts at present, but I would recommend a diminu- 

} tion of the number of districts. 

I have adverted to this subject so often, without any 
effect, that I feel that it is almost labor lost to call your 
attention to it again, but realizing as I do the necessity 
of it, and the benefits that would be derived from it, 1 
‘eannot forbear doing so, and urging you to give it your 
serious and candid consideration. = == 
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It will be seen by reference to the statistical table, 


that in several districts the average number of scholars ~ 
is less than twelve. Now consider what an amount of. 


money is about the same as wasted in hiring teachers 
and procuring fuel for these small schools, when the 
same amount of fuel, and one teacher, would be suffi- 
cient for twice or even thrice that number. I hope this 
subject will be brought before you for your consideration 
at the coming election. 

I have thought best, during the past year, to make a 
change in the reading books, the old ones having been 
used a number of years, and I think the benefits result- 
ing from it are already manifest, a decided improvement 
in reading having been made in most of the schools. 

There is one other change necessary, and I should 
have made that also the past year, had I not feared you 
might think me too radical upon that subject, and feel 
that I ought not to subject you to the expense of two 
changes in one year. I refer to the Arithmetic. We 
have in one district no less than seven different text 
books in that branch, and in several, from four to six. 
I have examined several authors and give my prefer- 
ence to Eaton’s Series, and I would recommend to my 
successor, (if it would not be too arrogant) to make a 
change in the arithmetic the present year. 

More caution should be exercised in the selection of 
Prudential Committees, and those persons selected who 
are known to take an active interest in the cause of 
education. Not that there has been any fault to be 
found the past year in particular, but generally speak- 
ing. 

tt need be no disparagement to one person, that an- 
other is more competent to fill that office than he is.— 
A man may be a very good mechanic, and yet no 
preacher at all; and who would think of selecting a 
farmer to superintend a cotton mill? Yet there would 
be no more inconsistency in this, than selecting a man 
as agent of a school district, who takes no interest in 
the affairs of the school, and who is ignorant ofthe 
duties pertaining to the office. It is not enough that 
the agent hires a teacher and pays her off when she 
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gets through. He should visit the school occasionally 
and see that the house is kept in proper condition, and 
look after the affairs of the district generally. Of our 
twelve agents in town six have not visited the school 
once during the year. Our schools are languishing for 
want of proper interest. Too many are looking around 
and beyond the school-room, seeming to forget that in 
those rude huts are their greatest earthly treasures.— 
We are too prone to forget what a stimulus our pres- 
ence in the school room would create in our children, 
showing that we are not unmindful of them. ‘The 
teachers, too, what an incentive to extra efforts on their 
part, for the advancement of their pupils would‘an oc- . 
casional visit from the parents exert. 

At the commencement of the schools, I promised to 
report the names of those scholars, who would refrain 
from whispering during the year. I fear it did not ac- 
complish what I desired, yet I think it has had an in- 
fluence in suppressing the habit in a measure. Such 
names as have been reported by the teachers, will be 
found in the remarks on individual districts. I will say 
however that many names were reported in the summer 
terms that did not ‘continue to the end,” and conse- 
quently will not be found among the list. 

I received a letter from our School Commissioner, 
Mr. Mason, saying that he would be in town to visit the 
schools about the first of December, the week that sev- 
eral of our schools commenced. Having planned to 
have all the schools, or as many as could do so, meet 
him at the church, or some other convenient place, that 
he might see more of them than he could possibly do 
by going around among two or three in one day, I 
communicated my plan to him requesting him, if con- 
venient and agreeable, to postpone his visit two or three 
weeks till our schools got fairly under way. He very 
willingly acquiesced in my plan, but I regret very much, 
that sickness and death in his family prevented him 
from making the contemplated visit, and whether he 
will visit this town now, or not, | am unable to say. - 

I would call the attention of our Prudential Com- 
mittees to one thing, and that is, that they call their school 
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meetings early in March. Many of our schools com- 
mence in April, and where the school meeting is put 
off till the middle or last of March, it gives the agent 
no time to procure a teacher till all the best ones are 

engaged. And I would by all means secure one that 
has had experience in teaching, if possible, even if I did 
have to pay a dollar or two more per week ; depend up- 
on it, it will be cheaper in the end. 

I would also recommend that the several agents con- 
fer with the Superintendent, before engaging teachers. 
I think something like this plan might be adopted suc- 
cessfully. Give notice that the several agents and Su- 
perintendent will be in session on a certain day, for the 
examination of candidates for so many schools. After 
the examination you can make such selections as you 
think proper. This would save the Superintendent the 
very unpleasant necessity sometimes, of rejecting an 
applicant, and the applicant the very mortifying one of 
being rejected. I of course wish not to dictate to my 
successor the course he shall pursue, but simply throw 
out the suggestion. Such other thoughts as occur will 
be found in the following report of 


INDIVIDUAL DISTRICTS: 
District No. 1. 


‘George C. Ingalls, agent. Amount of school money, 
$81.32. Amount to each scholar, $7.57. ‘ 

The one term in this district was taught by Miss H. 
Georgia Gillis, of Hudson. Miss Gillis has had but lit- 
tle experience in teaching, this being her second term, 
but by her mild yet persistent manner, coupled with 
her thoroughness of method, she will eventually take 


a high stand among our teachers. In consequence 


of the severe snow “storm, her school closed a week 
sooner than was expected, and without an examina- 
tion, therefore I cannot speak confidently of the prog- . 
ress ‘made, but judging trom the appearance of the 
school when I visited it, and from what I hear, I ha 

no doubt but commendable progress was made. ‘she 
says in ‘her report: “The effort to dispense with whis- 
pering has not been quite successful, though the evil 
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has been. in a measure’ abolished. The older scholars: 
have not taken that interest in reading, that they should, 
while the younger ones have taken great interest in that 
study. Not one of the parents has visited the school 
during the term. ‘Their occasional presence in the 
school-room would encourage teacher and scholars, and 
pamaps awaken a deeper interest in school duties.” 


District No. 2. 


Andrew Savage, agent. Amount of money, $73.06. 
Amount to each scholar, $6.08. 


The summer term was kept by Miss Bic E. French» 
and the winter term by Miss 8. Addie Bryant. The 
district has been fortunate in the selection of a teacher 
for both terms. Miss French having taught several 
terms in town is well known. Miss Bryant came here 
a stranger. Both were successful and gave good satis- 
faction. ‘The scholars improved, were well behaved, 
and everything passed off pleasantly. The gymnastic 
exercises at the close of the last term were very inter- 
esting to witness. The names of those who have not 
communicated are Celia M. Fifield, Cynthia A. French, 
‘Georgia E. Dodge, Hattie I’. Otis, Isadore 8. French, 
Sarah J. Crooker, Mary E. Crooker, Francis I. Dodge,. 
Frank W. Crooker, George E. Fifield. 


District No. 3. 


Samuel B. Moore, agent. Amount of money, $186.- 
98. Amount to each scholar, $5.50. 


The summer term was under the instruction of Miss 
.Susie R. Tuten, a teacher of small experience, and 
though she labored for the improvement of her pupils, 
her efforts were not crowned with that success that we 
~‘should be glad to report. The scholars were restless 
and uneasy, anda great deal of ‘confusion existed.— 
Nevertheless they made some progress in their studies. 
The fall and winter terms were taught by Miss Mary 
W. Griffin. She also labored hard for the advancement 
of her scholars, and the examination at the close of the 
last term showed a decided improvement over the pre- 
vious one. 
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There are some very fine scholars in this district and 
what they need to make them shining lights, is thor- 
ough training. 


District No. 4. 


Bucs Hale, agent. Amount of money, $97.93.— 
Amount to each scholaw $3.91. 

The summer term was taught by Miss’ Harriet N. 
Robbins, of Nashua, a veteran teacher, with an experi- 
ence of eighty-eight months’ teaching. Miss Robbins is 
one of our best teachers, commanding, by her manner, 
the respect, love and fear of her pupils. ‘The school was 
orderly, and the examination evinced a thoroughness 
seldom witnessed in this school. In addition to the 
summer school, a term of eight weeks was kept by sub- 
scription, by the same teacher, and it is to be regretted 
that she was not secured for the winter term, but the 
agent, from motives of economy I presume, thought best 
to employ a young and inexperienced teacher, whom 
he could hire for a less price, who kept four weeks, but 
finding it harder to manage than was expected, she 
gave it up, and the term was finished by Miss S. Fran- 
ces Spalding, who won herself credit for her persever- 
ance, and the advancement that was made, considering 
the disadvantages under which she labored. Miss Spal- 
ding was a member of the school, and it could not be 
expected that the scholars would have that fear, or 
hardly the respect they would have for a stranger, and 
the school was not so orderly as could be desired, nev- 
ertheless, the scholars made very fair progress, and the 
parents feel to be well satisfied with her efforts under 
the circumstances. 

There were several names reported in the summer 
term as not having whispered, but not being reported 
the next term, I presume they have “fallen from grace,’ 
so I do not report them. 


District No. 5. 
Walter Reed, agent. Amount of money, $65. 68.— 
Amount to each scholar, $4.54. 
There has been but one term this year which was in 
charge of Miss Mary -A. Fields, of this town. Miss 
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Fields has had considerable experience, and is a faith- 
ful and efficient teacher. She succeeded as tsual in 
gaining the good will of her scholars, and a very good 
degree of improvement was made. This school is small 
averaging but ten scholars, and I believe five of these 
came from out of the district. The reading, especially 
by the first class, was excellent, and a thoroughness was 
manifest in all the recitations.. here were forty-one 
visits made by citizens and others, which fact speaks 
well for the interest in this district. I am happy to re- 
port the names of Hattie Reed, Ella C. Gould, Hattie 
C. Humphrey, Lottie E. Truel, Abby L. Truel, Ines E. 
Dorr, Lizzie L. Reed, and Ellen R. Foot forgot herself 
and whispered once. 


; District No. 6. 


A. B. Woodward, agent. Amount of money, $57.54. 
Amount to each scholar, $3.03. 

The summer term was taught by Miss Emily J. Mar- 
shall, who will, with experience, become an efficient 
teacher. She has a good deal of perseverance, a very 
essential qualification, and her school appeared well 
both times I visited it, and the examination gave evi- 
dence of improvement. 

The winter term was in charge of Miss Addie EF. 
Shedd, of this town. Miss Shedd is one of our working 
teachers, following it for the love of it, as well as the 
pecuniary profit. Would that we had more of this kind 
of teachers. 

Owing to the extremely bad state of the roads before, 
and my absence from town at the close of school, [ 
visited it but once during the term; but from my 
knowledge of the teacher, I can confidently report the 
school as having made good progress, considering the 
disadvantages under which she labored. 

In the first place, the school was but seven weeks in 
length. Then the traveling prevented the regular at- 
tendance of some of the scholars, and the teacher’s health 
compelled her to dismiss the school two weeks right in 
in the middle of the term. This school ranks well with 
the other schools in town. Frank Fields, Joseph Fos- 
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ter, and George Foster are reported as not having been 
absent one halfday. Welldone, boys; continue to be 
constant. I learn also that there were exercises in the 
evening of the close of school, consisting of speaking, 
singing, &c., which passed off tothe entire satisfaction 
of all. 


District No. 7. 


William Moore, agent. Amount of money, $85.88. 
Amount to each scholar, $2.57. 

There have been thirteen and one half weeks’ school- 
ing the past year with a short vacation between the 
terms. Miss Laura E. French has had charge of the 
school. Miss French’s reputation as a teacher is too 
well known to need any commendation from me. Under 
her instruction, the scholars made good progress in the 
various studies pursued. I see by the register that eleven 
were not absent one half day of the first term, and two 
of the second. 

Their names are Sarah L. Moore, Aura F. Shedd, 
Lucy M. Kinson, Ella A. Shedd, John Humphrey, Al 
fred H. Kinson, Charles D. Shedd, Willie E. Campbell, 
and Orson A. Robbins, the first term, and Sarah Bh. 
Moore and Estella M. Moore the second term. 

This is a step in the right direction. Scholars! you 
have set a good example. I hope it will be followed: 
by others. Sarah L. Moore, Estella M. Moore and Aura: 
F. Shedd have not whispered. 


District No. 8. 


A. McC. Wilkins, Esq., agent. Amount of money, 
$81.22. Amount to each scholar, $6.25. | 

There has been but one term of eleven weeks the past 
year, Miss Priscilla KE. McKean, of Amherst, teacher. 
Miss McKean was employed to teach this school last 
year, which is a sufficient recommendation. This school 
is small, and with few exceptions rather backward, and 
these exceptions should have other advantages of ac- 
quiring an education than those offered in the district 
school. 
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District No. 9, 


Isaiah Herrick, Agent. Amount of money, $105.84. 
Amount to each scholar, $3.11 


Both terms of this school have been taught very suc- | 


cessfully by Miss L. Anna Wilkins. This school is of 
such a character that it requires the constant attention 
of the teacher to keep the wheels running. ‘The schol- 
ars are mostly young, and some of them are right smart. 
Some ofthe parents I should judge take but little in- 
terest in the school, as but two are reported as having 
visited the school in the summer, and four in the winter 
term. 

The school-house too is in a dilapidated state and 
were the parents obliged to spend much of their time 
there, I think they would care but little how soon it 
was demolished. It seems more like a prison than a 
school-room. We have several poor school-houses in 
town but I think this is the poorest. It has no ar- 
rangements for ventilation, no recitation seat, and finally 
the house is a disgrace to the town and much more to 
the district. 

John Murphy and James Logan, non-communicates. 


District No. (0. . 


George 8. Parkhurst Agent. 

Amount of money $28.64.* Amount to each schol- 
ar, $1.68. 

Both terms of this school were under the instruction 
of Miss Cretia D. Parkhurst of this town, a teacher of 
considerable experience, and who labored very success- 
fully for the improvement of the pupils under her care. 
I visited the school at the commencement and close of 
the first term. The school was orderly and gave evi- 
dence of having made good advancement. I was happy 
to meet the Superintendent of the Bedford schools, 
whom I have never had the pleasure of meeting. before. 
_ Not getting notice of the commencement of the second 
term till it had been keeping some time, I did not go 
in, and being engaged in my school in Nashua at the 


*From Merrimack. This isa Union district. 
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close, I was not in during the term, but have no doubt 
but it was as profitable as the first. 

The scholars who compose this school are mostly 
from Bedford; a few years ago, it was the reverse, they 
were mostly from this town. Rose Cada and Mary E. 


Noyes. 
District No. Il. 


Abel G. Blood agent. 

Amount of money $73.89. Am/’nt to each scholar 

5.68. 
: The first term was kept by Miss Lucelia A. Kimball. 
This was her first attempt at teaching, and she failed to 
infuse that life and activity that we like to see in a 
school. ‘The scholars appeared very orderly and very 
fair progress was manifest in some of the studies at- 
tended to. 

The Winter term was taught by Miss Lizzie M. Poole 
of Hollis, whose efforts for the advancement of her pu- 
pils were abundantly successful. 

Hattie R. Hardy, and Emma R. Morse. 


District No. 12. 


Thomas M. King, agent. Amount of money $46.40. 
Amount to each scholar $2.73. 

The summer term was taught by Miss Isabelle E. 
Styles. The teacher tried to interest the scholars and 
the examination indicated some improvement in their 
studies. But she lacked in government, without which 
the teacher’s position is unpleasant, and the school un- 
profitable. ‘There was some complaint that she abused 
some of the scholars, but as near as I can judge they 
deserved all the punishment they received, and perhaps 
a little more sometimes. 

There is an element in this district that disturbs the 
harmony and success of the school very much. I refer 
to the practice of the children running to their parents 
with every little difficulty that arises between each oth- 
er, the parents taking sides with their children, natural- 
ly enough perhaps, magnifying mole-hills into moun- 
tains until it results in hostility, if not actual hatred 
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among families. Now one boy may be an expert with 
his tongue, another with his fist, and each should abide 
the consequences, or not enter the conflict, for one can- 
not fight a great while alone, it will become monotonous. 
Now parents, be sure your children are not copartners 
in the affray, and then if they are wronged or abused, 
_you will have a clear conscience to have the matter 
looked into. 

Children will have their little petty difficulties, but if 
left to themselves, they are soon forgotten, and in fif- 
teen minutes they are as good friends as ever. 

The winter term was taught by Miss Addie E. Shedd, 
who combines many requisites for a good teacher.— 
With firmness, perseverance and energy, added to mild- 
ness, a love for children and the faculty of adapting her- 
self to their different dispositions, she can scarcely fail 
of success. ‘The term was short—only six and one-half 
weeks, but the examination would have been creditable 
to a term of even twelve weeks. They evidently were 
taught in a familiar manner, not so much to be able to 
recite it from the book, as to be able to make a practi- 
cal application of what they learned. ‘They were made 
to think for themselves. On the whole I consider this 
one of the most profitable terms for a long time. Ma- 
ry A. King, Lizzie M. Cary, Frank I. King and Eddie 
C. Cary, were not absent during the last term. The 
first two neither absent, tardy nor dismissed. 

I cannot close this report without referring to the 
discrepancy in the amount of money to each scholar in 
the various districts. By reference, it will be seen that 
in No. 1, the average amount to each scholar is $7.57, 
and in this district there has been only one term of ten 
weeks, almost a dollar per week to a scholar. In No. 
3, the average amount is only $5.50, and twenty-nine 
weeks of school being less than twenty cents per week 
to ascholar. I admit that the cases alluded to may 
perhaps be the extremes, but other cases are nearly al- 
lied to them. But you ask, how is it to be remedied 2 
I answer, in no other way than by diminishing the 
number of districts, throwing more money and more 
scholars into each. 
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Your attention has frequently been called to the im- 
portance of having a Dictionary in every school. At 
the commencement of the schools, I tried to get the 
children interested in the matter, and ask their parents 
for a small contribution each for that object, but I am 
compelled to report, that not one has been purchased in 
town. 

In retiring from the arduous duties of this office, I 
wish to tender my sincere thanks for the courtesy with 

_which I have invariably been treated, and may my suc- 
cessor be more worthy of your trust and more compe- 
tent to perform the duties. 

Respectfully submitted, 


H. B. SPALDING, 
Supt’g. S. Committee. 
Merrimack, March 1, 1867. 
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al STATISTICAL TABLE 
SUMMER TERM. 


-No. of District. | 1} 2| 3| 4{5| 6} 7 | 8) 9|. 10] 11} 12 
‘Whole number of scholars, |. | 12; 26) 25) *| 18] 33) *| 30) 14 13) 17 
Average attendance, ~ | | 1032|213¢| 20, | §$12/2914| | 24] 13) $12; 15 
"Wages of Teacher per month, in- | | | | | 
cluding board, $17.80/$21./$23.| |$18.|$20.| |$18.|$20.|/$18./$20. 
«Length of school in weeks. (ap) Sg) 8 TO ] ROP eT a eee ee 
_No. of instances of tardiness. | 15| 37| 15) | 25) 47} | 102; 9| 48] 72 
No. not absent one half day. il 1] 4]. 4. b.. 3). 22h 1 i See ae 
No. of visits by citizens .and others.| | 12| 15} 38] | 37} 21{ | | 16) 4; 12 
$$ LLL LLL LX L_ LL LLL LLL LLL LLL LLL LLL LLL LLL LLL, 
WINTER TERM. 
31t 
‘Whole number of scholars. | | 19] 34 o0| 14 i9| or| 13| 34| 1 19 17 
2834 
Average Attendance. | s| 10310456 10| 15|293, sal 30| 15| ui §13 
Wages of Teacher, | | bel | | | : 
board, per month, $22. |$17.80! $26. 923.|920. $25. | $20.| $24. | $22. | $20. g18.|g28. 


‘Length of school in weeks. 10| a| 13 | u| 7| 634 11 10| o| 19 7 


No. of instances of irdimetad a| 14| "I u| aa| 17 48| o| 193| 14| 39| ll 


No. not absent one half day. | ol "| 3| 1| 3| o| a| 3| 
Forteret ie poate 9| 19 "33 o9| a| 18| 10| a| 3| 12| 18| 40 


*No Summer Term. {Fall Term. 


SELECTMEN’S REPORT. 


To the Citizens of the Town of Merrimack : 
AMOUNT OF ASSESSMENTS. 


State, county, town and'school taxes as- 


sessed, $8272 91 
Tax on dogs, 27 00 
— $8299 9B 
RECEIPTS FROM STATE. 
Savings bank tax dividends for 1866, 328: 72 
Railroad (5 at Ly 1222 79° 
State aid for 1866, 186 ‘92 
Literary fund tax for 1866, 40 20 
United States bounties, final instalment, 440 00 
From County, 8 80 
Reuben H. Pratt, taxes collected on vod 
list, 5 09 
From “Jesse Gilman, on settlement of suit, 37 45: 
Cash balance in favor of alms house, 19 60 
$2289 5% 
Whole amount received, $10,589 48 
EXPENDITURES. 
Paid, State tax, 3225 00 
“ County tax, 795 82 
— $4020 82 
SCHOOLS. 
Dist. No. 1, Paid G. C. Ingalls, 81 32 
* 2, “« A. Savage, 73 06 
«. 3, a° oS. B. Moone; 186 98 
oe 4, 5 oJ: Hale, 97 93 
< Mab, o's Wi Reed, — « | 63 68 
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Dist. No. 6, Paid A. B. Woodward, 57 54 
« 7, ‘“ Wm. Moore, 84 88 
« 8, * Alex’r McC. Wilkins, 81 22 
se 9) OF TL. Herrick, 105 84 
“« 10, “ G.S. Parkhurst, 28 64 
“ 11, © <A. G. Blood, 73 89 
Sr - 12, 605 0 MLK ts 46 40 


PAID OLD BILLS OF 1864-5. 


Benjamin M. Hill, abatement for 1860, 8 40 
S. B. Moore, J. Pierce’s tax land for 64, 10 50 
Frederick F. Walker, on list for 1865, 125. 98 
Benj. Ela, to Nashua with dist. records, 

1865, 2 00 
Charles W. Dutton, breaking roads, ’65, 6 68 
G. F. Spalding, labor, stone and plank, 


1861-3-4, 11 50 
A. C. Darrah, to Nashua, McAffee case, 
1865, 2 00 


Benj. Hartshorn, damage on road in’65, 14 00 
John L. Spalding, state aid committee, : 
1864-5, 40 00 


Ward Parker, state aid committee, 1864-5, 10 50 © 


Charles H. Longa, superintendant poor 


farm, balance of account, 1865, 235 TT 
Interest on the same, é 8 25 
H. E. Abbott, bill against superintendent 

of poor farm, 1865, 190 96 
Benjamin Ela; abatement on land, 1.73 

ROADS AND BRIDGES. 

Paid: 
S. King, for labor on roads and bridges, $11 75 
R. Melvin, labor at setting raMne: 35 
A. Goodwin, ff ¢6 63 
James S. Longa, labor on road, - 1 50 


A. McMillen, on bridge near H. Ritterbush’s, 75 


S. Kenny, plank Turkey Hill bridge, 3 00 
T. T. & A. S. Longa, labor on bridge, 1 75 
D. Jones, posts for railing, 1 68 
Bal. & ‘ALS. Longa, for poles antl posts, 2 94 
Peter M. Kersey, putting up railing, “2 68 
Ward Parker, labor on roads and bridges, 10 84 
L. Fisher, for breaking roads, 8 80 


$981 3S 


$668 27 
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S. C. Anderson, for spikes for railing 


bridges, Me, Ge 
George C, [ngalls, repairing and breaking 

roads, 16 20 
Israel C. Crooker, plank, 1 94 


John McGilvery, labor on roads and bridges, 4 25 
Isaiah Herrick, labor on roads and snowing 


bridge, 5 50 
John French, breaking roads, 25 43 
E. P. Parkhurst, epeasing roads, | 9 10 
John Kinson, 5 125 
Isaac Fitts, 66 “¢ 34 70 
Jacob Hartshorn, << 5 18 
Benj. Hartshorn, =“ 7 10 00 
T. T. Longa, Ue ty 18 81 
Wm. McAfiee, sé ac 4 20 
Chas. W. Patterson, breaking roads in dis- 

trict No. 12 18 64 
A. C. Darrah, erecting railing, | 1 75 
George F. Hill, repairing roads, 25 35 
Wm. U. Gage, for plank, 11 52 
Albert A. Junkings, repairing roads, 11 63 
Peter M. Kersey, breaking roads 3 22 


POOR OFF THE FARM. 


R. P. Leonard, support of brother, 26 00 
John Stone, support of Widow Kittredge, 52 00 
John G. Reed, support of Sanderson’s family, 3 92 
~ §. Spalding, $s iS sf oH 4 88 
Dr. Harrison Eaton, County paupers, 6 25 
S. C. Anderson, goods for James B. Fields, 18 00 


ABATEMENTS FOR 1866-7. 


James Pierce; on land, 11°31 
Daniel T. Ingalls, over assessment on Poll, 4 26 
Frederick F. Walker, on list 1866, Sl 94 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


N. P. Greene, for stationery, ll 71 

Oe < “ printing report 1865, 25 00 

G. W. Currier, damage on highway, 75 00 

Sawyer & Stevens, advice, 3 00 

(D amage) pag fascipe per verdict, . 10 00 

Costs, 66 152 88 
3 


@270 87 


G11 05 


97 51 


18 


Military agent, expenses, two journeys to 


Concord, 6 50 


Thomas M. King, for public watering trough, 


1866, 3 00 
Richard Fretts, damage by LCe®, 4 60 
B. Hartshorn, a 6 00 
H.N. Robbins  « es 4 25 
Morrison & Stanley, cost in Gilmancase, 37 43 

' Ward Parker, attendance at court and ex-- 

penses, 12 00 
Simeon Kenney, 4 es x 14 00 
Elijah P. Parkhurst, interest by town order, 34 79 
Robert McGaw, ? 4 400 00 

TOWN OFFICERS. 
Ephraim Colburs, town clerk, 15 00 
Harrison Eaton, 6 5 00 
Samuel C. Anderson, town treasurer, 15 0G 
Simeon Kenny, selectman and overseer 

of the poor, 99 50 
Ward Parker, “ i 63 00° 
Eri Kittredge, “i f 28 00. 


Frederick F. Walker, collector of taxes, 83 00 
Hosea B. Spalding, Superintending school 


Committee, 65 00 
RECAPITULATION. 
Total amount assessed, 
State and county taxes, 4020 82 
School tax, 981 38 
For roads and bridges, 270 87 
Poor off farm including Physician’s bill 
at farm, Ill 05 
Abatements for 1866-7, 97 51 
- Incidental expenses, 800 16 
Town officers, 373 50 
Old bills and abatements, 668 27 


Balance in favor of town of 
FINANCIAL REPORT. 


Cash received on loan, 4699 00° 


« T.'T. & A. S. Longa, on notes, 727 26 


$800 16 


$373 50 


3299 9b 


$7323 56 


976 35 
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Cash State Treasurer and other sources, 
« ‘Town Treasurer, 


Cash paid on notes and interest by 
Selectmen, 

by State aid committee, 

by Town Treasurer, 


ce 


“é 


Total amount of notes outstanding and in- 


Total amount paid, 


TOWN DEBT. 


terest on the same to March 1, 1867, 


Deduct balance of financial year 1866-7, 


Amount over assets, 

Amount of notes and interest on the same, 
given to those men who put in_ substi- 
stitutes, said notes being now under tem- 
porary injunction of the court, deducted, 


Total indebtedness on demand, 


EXPENSES, 


Paid pe Marshall, for 34 bushels corn, 


4 bush. beans, 

3d potatoes, 
56 lbs. flour, 

44 lbs. cod-fish, 

1 Ib. tea, 

5 lbs. dried apple, 


4 galls. pickles, 


10 galls. vinegar, 


QL Ibs. lard, 


8 fowls, 


Blacksmith shoeing horse, 

Mr. Merrill, opium, 

H.N. Robbins, grinding, 

Taylor & Norwell, 14 yds. gingham, 
Barr & Co., axe-helve and lash, 


A. B. Dodge, clothing for James Barnes, 


2289 57 
309 00 


8020 87 
789 50 
176 80 


$8070 83 


$8987 17 


32,709: 25 
976 35 


31,732 90 


7565 51 


$24,167 39 


ALMS HOUSE REPORT. 


GO ee et 
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C. H. Nutt, grass-seed, 
Mr. Shattuck, for plaster, 
Shoes for Miss Chandler, 
J. G. Reed, 4 |b. snuff, 


Mr. McQuesten, 1 Ib. tea, 3 gals. molasses, 3 10 


S. Kenny, 500 feet hay, 3 bush. oats, 
Z. Perry, 4 quarts beans, 

J.S. F., beef, 

Mr. Laton, for beef, 

For repairing clock, 

C. Converse, doctoring pigs, 

Z. Perry, 12% lbs. lard, 

C. Goodwin, 4 days’ labor haying, 
Burke & Taylor, fish, turnip seed, 
Merrill & Barr, meal, 

Mr. Laton, beef, 

For screens .50, groceries .62, 
James Willey, labor six days’ haying, 


Daggett & Cross, shoeing horse and rivets, 


Joseph Colburn, groceries, 

Taylor & Norwell, cloth and thread, 
L. Fisher, for runnet, 

N. & S. Chase, store goods, 

Merrill & Barr, meal, 

Mr. Brown, repairing harness, 

Mr. Shattuck, tea and sugar, 

J. D. Bederick, repairing wagon, 
Mr. Wheeler, two baskets, 

Mr. Barr, 144 lbs. potash, 

S. Melendy, repairing lead pipe, 
Damon & Weeks, paper and curtains, 
J. Reed, for snuff, 

D. W. Cada, broom and cheese pan, 
H. Dane, crockery ware, 

Mr. Fowle, labor one day, 

Barr & Co., grass seed, 

Daggett & Cross, shoeing horse, 

E. Gilmore, mason work, 

Mr. Colburn, 2 Ibs. tobacco, 

A. 8S. Longa, labor two days, 

K. P. Parkhurst, ten bush. rye, 

F. Herrick, repairing plow, 

S. C. Anderson, store goods, 

W. Parker, 1 calf, 

F. F. Kimball, cotton cloth, 

T. T. Longa, self and oxen, 


. 


6 06 
1 80 
2 15 


18 95 


m W CO 
© 
1 8) 
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G. W. Sawin, blacksmith work, 
Z. Perry, cabbages, 

C. Nutt, fork hoe, 

S. Fuller, use of cider-mill, 

S. Kenny, labor and use of wheels, 
Grinding corn, | 

J. K. Marshall, labor, 

Merrill & Barr, flour and meal, 
Fiske & Libby, shoes, 

J. Reed & Co., snuff, 

D. & C.,3 galls. molasses, 

F. Kimball, cotton cloth, 

Mr. Goodrich, repairing boiler, 
F. Nichols, labor, 

D. Swett, use of bull, 

F. Boutell, for meat, 

C. Merrill, opium and medicine, 
G. Stevens, store bill, 

J. F. Osgood, blacksmith work, 
W. Wetherbee, taxes in Amherst, 
I. P. Weston, butchering, 

F. Nichols, 66 

Wm. U. Gage, sawing lumber, 
S. C. Nesmith, filing saws, 

N. & S. Chase, store goods, 
Mr. Goodrich, sheet-iron, 

C. H. Nutt, glass and putty, 
Barr & Ca., 20 Ibs. potash, 


Levi Fisher, carrying J. Barnes to County 


farm, 
Mrs. Marshall, for use of cow, 
ss «two tin pails, 


F. Boutell, grinding, 
Thomas Parker, use of harrow, 
I. Parker, labor, 
L. Fuller, two buffalo robes, 

- four meal bags, 
Superintendent’s salary, 


Amount of expenditures, 


RECEIPTS. 


Rec'd. of T. T. Longa, horse hire, 

1. Reed, 12 3-16 lbs. of butter, 
Burke & Taylor, 1 bush. cranberries, 
Mr. Greene, 28 Ibs. butter, 


$961 04 


ae) 


Mr. Greene, 6 doz. eggs 
Mr. Shattuck, 104 lbs. butter, 
Mr. Laton, 1 calf, 

és 20 Ibs. butter, 
Mr, Goodwin, 34 doz. eggs, 


County, for board and clothes for J. Barnes, 20 79 
9 


Individuals for 23 lbs. butter, 
Z. Perry, drawing logs, 
Individuals, 334 lbs. butter, 
Mr. Sawyer, 20 lbs. butter, 


1 50 
4 72 
12 00 
9 00 
1 68 


Mr. Goodwin, 2 Ibs. butter, .75,and milk, 10, 85 


Burke & Taylor, 35 Ibs. butter, 
Mr. Colburn, 54 doz. eggs, 
Ward Parker, 2 pigs, 
I. Fills, 1 pig, 
Mr. Cook, 15 Ibs. Bitter, 
Mr. Colburn} 198 lbs. butter, 
Mr. McKeever, 1 pig, 
Mr. Adams, 34 doz. eggs, 

$e << 24 bush. apples, 
N. & S. Chase, 6 lbs. butter, 
Mr. Adams, 3 doz. eggs, 

66 3 apples, 
Fuller & Robertson, 4 cattle, 
-Z. Perry, one shoat, 
Mr. Shattuck, apples, 
R. Howard, 53 bush. apples, 
For apples, 
N, Nichols, 12 lbs. butter, 
T. T. & S. Longa, 34 weeks board, 


“ ‘¢ for horse hire, 
c« 4% for two pigs, 
‘ «¢ five bushels apples, 


Mr. Nichols, 6 fowls, 
Mr. Perry, 1 pig, 
R. Howard, 20 bush. apples, 
Mr. Page, dinner and baiting, 
A three bbls. apples, 
Mr. Nichols, 6 fowls, 
as 4 lbs. butter, 
ag 2 bbls. apples, . 
43 5 bush. potatoes, 
C. Fosdick, 4 barrels apples, 
23 4 do. 66 
Mr. Barr, 5 turkeys, 
A. S. Longa, 2 bbls. apples, 


in i 


WOWOeK HAMODLHOKwW 
J 
te) 


25 


ri) 


: jot 

= 
WOIWNOKAURANW VAY 

Se) 

Q 


— hate 
IOhRW OK We 
= 
= 


@ 
© 
OQ 


23 


Mr. Fosdick, 42 fowls, 19 74 
James Batchelder, 10 bbls. apples, 31 25 
Two feather beds, 6 20 
J. C. Towns, two turkeys, 3 00 
Mr. Nichols, 4 lbs. butter, ! 80 


Mr. Perry, 3 lbs. cheese, 60 
J.C, Towns, one barrel apples, 
Mr. Barr, 20 gals. cider, 
Burke & Taylor, 6 lbs. butter, 
D. Jones, one barrel apples, 
Mr. Boutelle, 95 Ibs. turkeys, 
oy 4 fowls, 
e 334 quarts milk, 
Daggett & Cross, 4 doz. eggs, 
Mr. Wiggin, 162 quarts milk, 
C. H. Longa, one cow, 
“ interest on the same, 
D. Jones, 3 turkeys, 
Wm. U. Gage, 142 lbs. beef, 
L. Fisher, 123 pounds beef, 
Robertson & Co., 22 pounds chickens, 
D. Parker, cowhide, 
N. & S. Chase, 9 bush. potatoes, 
J. C. Towns, 2 bbls. apples, 
Mr. Nichols, 174 Ibs. butter, 
Mr. Green, 10 bush. potatoes, 
F. Nichols, 2 qts. soap, 10 
Martha and Florence Rolfe, 28 weeks board, 28 75 
A. McC. Wilkins, drawing 16,850 ft. timber, 67 40 - 


he 
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S. Kenny, for use of oxen and for labor, 1 50 
Amount of receipts, $980 64! 
Amount of expenditures, 961 04 
Cash balance in favor of farm. $19. 60 


RECEIPTS FOR LABOR FOR TOWN OFF THE FARM. 
For hauling poles and posts and labor on 


road, 13 75 
For breaking roads, 11 44 
Plank for bridges, the timber for the same | 
taken from farm, 31 87 
Add cash balance in favor of farm, 19 60 
| : B76 66 
Deduct physician’s bill, 5 50 


_ Final balance in favor of farm, B71 16 
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INVOICE OF PERSONAL PROPERTY AT FARM, 


Feb. 16, 1867. 
1 Horse, 100 00 
1 pair oxen, 200. 00 
1 pair 4 years old steers, 160 00 
4 cows, 200 00. 
4 yearlings, 60 00: 
3 shoats, 63 00 
25 fowls, 2 turkeys, 21 00 


HAY AND GRAIN. 


9 tons English hay, 243 00 
14 * stock hay, 20 00 
Corn fodder and straw, 10 00 
40 bushels corn, 54 00 
Lot seed sf 1 50 
18 bush. oats, 11 70 
54 ‘ beans, 16 50 
PROVISIONS. 
21 bbls. pork, 75 00: 
216 * ham, 39 00 
2-3 bbl. beef, 15 00 
50 Ibs. fresh beef, 7 00 
132 bush. potatoes, | 66 00 
23 bbls. apples, 00: 


14 cider, 

8 bush.. earrots, 
2 <‘* turnips, 
6 galls. vinegar,. 
16 “pickles, 
42 lbs. cheese,. 


3% doz. eggs, 00 
2 bbl. flour,. 

+ “ meal, 50 
32 Ibs, butter,. 12 80 
36 “ lard, 40 


26 “ sasauges, 
2 galls. molasses, 
Lot spices, 

10 Ibs. sugar, 
13‘. tea, 

6 “ fine salt, 12 


fam 
—w eH DROWN H OW m COD 


804 00 


$356 70 


i 
= 


| 20 
2 Ibs. saleratus, 24 
EE AS 60 
66 “ dried apple, 11 00 
4 * salt fish, 30 
MISCELLANEOUS ARTICLES. 
2 bbls. soap, 12 00 
31 Ibs. tallow and candles, 4 34 
# quart neat’s oil, 32 
1 gal. kerosene oil, 75 
6 Ibs. grease, 50 
1 lb. tobacco, pag ts: 
$315 32 
Total value of personal property at the 
alms house, appraised Feb, 16, 1867, 1476 02 
The same description of property apprais- | 
ed Feb. 19, 1866, 1379 48 
Increase of property since 1866, 96 54 


The estimate of Farming Tools and Household Furniture, 
same as last year. 


REMARKS 


The undersigned believe that they have made a correct state- 
ment of the affairs of the town for the past financial year in the 
foregoing report. They would say that they have not been 
able. tomake so full and clear account ‘of the funds as they 
would wish, owing in part perhaps to their financial qualifica- 
tions. 

It will be seen by the above, that the balance in the treasury 
on the financial account is $976 35 including old bills of 
$668,27, which if not included, would leave a balance of 
$ 1644,62 on the business of the past financial year. 

The law suits that were mentioned in the Selectmen’s Re- 
port of last year, have been disposed of by trial of the case 
McAffee vs. town, which resulted in a verdict against the town, 
damage ten dollars and costs, (see report.) The other case has 
been settled by advice of the town’s counsel. Mr. Gilman paid 
one half of the damage and his own costs. The town is now 
free from the fangs of the law. 

The roads and bridges are in about the same state of repair 
as at the last annual report, the superintendent of the town 
farm has been directed to cut and haul some timber to the 
mills suitable for plank to repair the bridges another year if 
wanted for that purpose. 


y 
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The Overseers of the Poor have secured the services of Mr. 
Fuller and mother for another year as superintendents of the 
almshouse at higher wages than last year. We believe that 
the business of the institution has been conducted in a prudent 
and economical manner. The inmates appear to be content- 
ed and happy. ‘There are five paupers at the farm at the pre- 
sent time. James Barnes, who has been maintained by the 
town many years, is by the laws now in force, chargeable to the 
county, and was removed to the county farm in April last; by the 
above report it will be seen that the farm has become a_ source 
of revenue as by the final balance the town treasury has 
been relieved to the amount of $71,16. | 

Mr. Fuller has cleared and sovart ten acres of land to rye and 
grass at the cost of about $45,00, cash, for seed and labor. 


All of which is respectfully submitted. 


WARD PARKER, of 


SIMEON KENNY, )Selectmen. 
ERI KITTREDGE, ) Merrimack. 


Merrimack, March Ist, 1867. 
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